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We should begin to teach oiir children at an early age, 
the holy truths that are contained in the Prayer Book. 

To assist in effecting this desirable object, Catechisms of 
a more simple and elementary character than any of those 
already published, appear to be required. And it is in order 
to supply this deficiency that the present series has been un- 
dertaken. * * • • 

The principal difficulty in compiling this Second Cate- 
chism will arise, from the endeavour to bring it within small 
compass, by not entering too much into detail and explana- 
tion; — and on the other hand, from the fear of omitting 
anything that might be requisite to a proper elucidation of 
the subject. — Extract from the Preface to " Thb Fibst 

Catechism." 

H. S. 




THE SECOND CATECHISM 

OH THE 

BOOK OF COMMON PEAYEE. 



When we call ^Hhe Prayer Booh'' the Booh of Covnmon 
Prayer, what do we mean hy it ? 

The book of prayer to be used by all those who join 
together in common or public worship. 

What do we mean hy " the Administration of the /Sa- 
craments ?" 

The manner in whidi the Sacraments of Baptism and 
the Lord's Supper are to be celebrated, and the religious 
service by which they are to be accompanied. 

What else does the Prayer Booh contain the adminis- 
tration of ? 

Other Eites and Ceremonies of the Church. 

What do we mean by " Eites and Ceremonies ? 

"Solemn acts of worship," in which outward visible 
signs and services are used to obtain inward and spiritual 
ble 
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To what Rites does the Booh of Common Prayer johi 
Services ? 

Those of Confirmation and Matrimony, and of Visita- 
tion and Communion of the Sick, of Burial, and of the 
Churching of Women. 

What do we rman hy " Ceremonies " rMyre especially ? 

Outward acts of devotion, designed to increase the 
solemnity of divine worship, and to impress the souls of 
the worshippers with a religious awe. 

Mention some Cerem^onies of the Church. 

Kneeling — ^the making the sign of the Cross, (in the 
baptismal service,) — ^bowing at the name of Jesus, the 
use of the Ring in Matrimony, the laying on of hands 
in Confirmation and Ordination, &c. 

What do you m/can hy " tJie use of the united Church of 
England and Ireland ? " 

The rule or order for prayer directed by the Church 
in this country. 

What do you m^an by " the Church ?" 

That Society and Kingdom instituted by our Lord, and 
into which persons are admitted by Baptism, administered 
by the lawful Ministers of the Church, aud the Members 
of which keep up their union with it by the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper. 
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^t evUtv foxfiUntninq ^xustt. 

Where are the serUences taken from that are 'pUtced in 
the heginning of Morning Prayer ? 

fVom the Bible. 

Why are the sentences read ? 

As spedmens of the constant teaching of Holy Scripture 
as to the necessity of confession and repentance. 

What does the Scripture teach us ? 

It moves us to acknowledge and confess onr manifold 
sins and wickedness. 

What dse does it teach us ? 

That we should not dissemble nor cloke our sins before 
the face of Almighty God our heavenly Father. 

What then is our duty ? 

To confess our sins. 

In what manner should this he done ? 

With an humble, lowly, penitent, and obedient heart. 

For what purpose are we to do this ? 

In order that we may obtain forgiveness of them. 

On what grownds may we hope for pardon ? 

Through the infinite mercy and goodness of Almighty 
Ood, our heavenly Father. 

When ought we to confess ou/r sins ? 

We ought at all times humbly to acknowledge our sins 

before God. 

Bui when are we called upon more especially to do 
so ? 

When we assemble and meet together in church. 
a2 
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For whcU other purposes do we go to chv/tch ? 

To render thanks to God for the great benefits that we 
have received at His hands. 

What besides ? 

To shew forth His most worthy praise. 

What besides ? 

To hear His most holy Word. 

What besides ? 

To ask those things which are requisite and necessary 
as well for the body as the soul. 

What are the great beviefUs thai we have received from 
God? 

Our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this 
life. 

But above all these, what have we to thank God for ? 

For His inestimable love in the redemption of the 
world by our Lord Jesus Christ, and for bestowing on us 
the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

What is meant by His most worthy praise ? 

That praise which is most justly due to Him. 

Mow are we to shew forth this praise ? 

With our lipsy by the singing of psalms and hymns 
and doxologies. 

. And in owr lives, by giving up ourselves to His service, 
and by walking before Him in holiness and righteousness 
all our days. 

WhaJt is meant by God's Holy Word? 
The Bible. 
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When we are about to hear or read the Bible, what 
shovld we do ? 

Offer up the Collect for the Second Sunday in Advent. 

Repeat this GoUect, 

Slewed Lord, Who hast caused, &c. 

When we pray to God, what are we to a»kfor ? 

That which we stand in need of, both for our body and 
our soul. 

What do we require for the body ? 

That which will best enable us to do our duty in that 
state of life, in which it pleases God to place us. 

What is required for the sovZ ? 

That it be strengthened and refreshed by the means of 
grace which our heavenly Father hath provided. 

What are those means of grace ? 

The ministrations of the Church, the holy Sacraments, 
and the word of God, and Prayer. 

In the concluding part of the exhortation, what does the 
minister call upon us to do ? 

He prays and beseeches us to accompany him with a 
pure heart and humble voice in the general confession 
unto the throne of the heavenly grace. 

W/uzt is it to accompany him ? 

To go along with him. 

What is God's Throne ? 

Heaven. 

What is it the throne of ? 

Heavenly grace. 

A3 
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In what posture is the general Confession to be said ? 

By all kneeling. 

Why is it called general ? 

Because it embraces sins of which all are guilty^ and 
which therefore all ought to join in acknowledging. 

By what title do we address Ood, 

By that of almighty and most merciful 

And what do we call Him ? 

Father. 

In what respect is God our Father ? 

By creation and adoption. 

W?iat do you mean by adoption ? 

That He receiyed us into His household the Church, at 
our baptism^ and thus He made, or adopted us as His 
children. 

But instead of fu/Uliny the promises which we Tnade at 
our baptism, what have we done ? 

We have erred and strayed from His ways, like lost 
sheep. 

What do you mean by this ? 

That we have forgotten His presence, and neglected His 
will and commandments. 

What lias caused us to do this ? 

We have followed too much the devices and desires of 
our own hearts. 

What is Tneant by this ? 
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That we have done what our evil nature inclined us 
to do. 

WTkU has God told us in regard to our hearts ? 

That ^ The heart of man is deceitful ahove all things^ 
and desperately wicked," and, "he that trusteth in his 
own heart, is a fool." 

What besides have we done ? 

We have ofiended against His holy laws. 

What does God declare His law to he 7 

Holy, just, and good. 

And what have We done in regard to this law 9 

We have broken it, and set it at nought* 

What do we confess besides ? 

That we have left undone those things which we ou^t 
to have done. 

WTuxt are those things which we ought to have done, 
and yet have left undone ? 

Acts of love and reverence to God, — of mercy and kind- 
ness to othenS, — and of restraint to ourselves. 

In neglecting of these, what have we been guilty ofl 

Sins of omission. 

Whai do we next confess 1 

That we have done those things which we ought not to 
have done. 

What are those things which we ovght not to have done, 
and yet have done 'i 

Thoughts, words, and deeds, forbidden by the law of 
God. 
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What are such sins called ? 

Sins of commission. 

In what manner is the whole swmmed up ? 

By confessing that there is no health in us. 

What does this mean to acknowledge ? 

That "we have no power of ourselves to help ourselves'* 
to do good or keep from sin. 

In this lamentaMe condittony what must we dot 

We must acknowledge ourselves to be miserable offend- 
ders. 

And what mvM we pray God to dol 

To have mercy upon us. 

What else ] 

To spare us^ and restore us. 

Whom do we trust He may spare ? 

Those that confess their faults. 

From, what % 

From the punishments due to their sins. 

Bv;t on what condition wiU He restore us % 

If also we be penitent. 

Wh(a is it to he penitent % 

To be sorry for sin — to leave it off, and set about lead- 
ing a new life— making restitution, where we have wronged 
any one. 

On what do we found our hope of mercy % 

On the promises of God, declared unto us in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 
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And if God in this manner (ujtB most TiMrcifvUy, what 
do we beg of Him to graintfor His Son^s sake 1 

That we may be enabled for the future to lead a godly, 
righteous, and sober life. 

What is to lead a godly life ? 

To do our duty to God. 

What is it to lead a righteous life ? 

To do our duty to our neighbour. 

What is it to lead a sober life ? 

To do our duty to ourselves. 

And what end ought we always to have in view in thus 
acting ? 

God's glory. 

What do you m^ean by thus living to the glory of QodHs 
holy name 1 

That we are to do our duty in every relation of life, not 
from motives of self interest, or to get the praise of men, 
but from a sincere desire to please Almighty God. 



0^e ^hwhxtion. 

What is the Absolution also called "i 

The Bemission of sins. 

What does remission mean 1 

Pardoning. 

By whom is it to be pronounced ? 

The Priest alone. 
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Oibght the people to say the words to themselves 1 

No. 

In what position must the Priest he ? 

Standing. 

Why is he to standi 1 

Because he is about to speak in the name, and with the 
authority of God. 

What are the people to dol 

They are still to kneel. 

Why are they to kneel ? 

Because that is the proper position of sinners listening 
to their pardon. 

What is God here called 1 

Almighty. 

What besides 1 

The Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

What is here said God does not desire ? 

The death of a sinner. 

What would God rather have the sinner to do'i 

To turn from his wickedness, and live. 

What lias God given to His (commissioned) minister. 

Power and commandment. 

What to dol 

To declare and pronounce to His people the absolution 
and remission of their sins. 

On what condition ? 

On their being penitent. 

Wlwm does God pardon and absolve f 
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All them that truly repent and unfeignedly believe His 
holy gospel. 

To whom does God give the power of absolving ? 

To His ministeiB. 

Who are the Ministers of Chd f 

The Eishops, Priests, and Deacons of the Church. 
. To whom was the power first given ? 

To the Apostles by our Lord. 

Wh€U did He say to them, when He gave U to them ?■ 

Whosesoever sins ye remit they axe remitted. 

To whom is it given now f 

To Priests at their ordination, when the Bishop says to 
each, '^ Receive the Holy Ghost, — ^whose sins thou dost 
forgive, they are forgiven.'* 

May the absolution be pronounced by a Deacon ? 

1^0 — he has not received power to absolve. 

And if we really repent and believe what may we expect ? 

That this absolution will be as effectual to ourselves, as 
if Gk)d did pronounce it from heaven. 

I/we doubt this, what are we guilty of? 

We question the truth of God's promise. 

If we deny or despise this power, what do we do f 

We dishonour God, by slighting His commission. 

What is true repentance 7 

A real change of heart and life. 

What is it to uftfeignetUy believe f 

To possess such faith as shews itself to be sincere by 
keeping God's holy will and commandments. 
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Wlua are we then to leg of God f 

To grant us true repentance and His Holy Spirit. 

Far what purpose f 

That those things may please Him, which we do at tliis 
present. 

And what besides ? 

That the rest of our life hereafter may he pure and holy. 

And when we are pardoned, what ought we to do f 

To have our past sins ever before us. 

Wluxt should the remembrance of pardoned sm always be to 
ust 

It should be grievous unto us. 

How is it that pardon itself makes amendment of life need- 
full 

Eecause after pardon the Devil is most busy to tempt 
us to sin. 

And what has our Lord Himself tauykt us, in regard to this 
in the Lords Prayer ? 

He there directs us, after we have prayed, " forgive i^s 
our trespasses," to pray, that we may not be led into 
temptation. 

What other obligation does pardon lay us under t 

To live well — ^for if we fall back into sin, our sin becomes 
greater, after we have been pardoned. 

What then is it nee^l most especially to pray for t 

The help of God's Holy Spirit, to enable us to please 
Him. 

If we thus repent and believe, what has Ood promised f 
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Eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
What are the people enjoined to answer Jiere, and at ttie end 
of all other prayers ? 
Amen. 

What does Amen mean I 
Be it so indeed. 



What is next done ? 

The Minister is to kneel. 

Why ? 

Because he is now to pray with the people, and for 
them to God. 

What is he to say f 

The Lord's Prayer. 

Mow is he to speak } 

In an audible voice. 

What are the people to do f 

The people are to continue on their knees, and repeat 
it. with him. 

When are they to do this f 

Both now, and whenever it is used in Divine Service. 

What was our LordCs command in regard to this prayer ? 

To use it whenever we pray. 

What has our Church done ? 

The Church has placed it in every one of her services. 

What has the Church done in tlie morning and evening 
prayer ? 

^ Placed it at the head of each of the great divisions of 
praise and prayer. 
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What is Ood called in the Lord^s prayer ? 

Our Father. 

In what relation then do we stand to Him ? 

We are His children. 

In whai respect f 

Both by creation and adoption. 

WTien were we made His children by adoption ? 

At our baptism. 

Why do we call God « our " Father ? 

To teach us that we are brethren. 

What Vben should we dot 

Love one another as brothers and sisters. 

Where is " Owr Father f 

In heaven. 

What is the first petition ? 

That God's Name may be Hallowed. 

What does this mean f 

That God would send us grace to worship Him as we 
ought to do. 

What commandment teaches us to hallow God^s Namet 

The third. 

What is the third commandment ? 

Thou shalt not take the Name of the Lord thy God in 
vain, &c. 

What is the second petition ? 

That God's kingdom may come. 

What does this mean f 

That fle would send His grace unto us and unto all 
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people, that we may worship Him, serve Him, and obey 
Him as we ought to do. 

How ought we to serve Him f 

By keeping the promises and vows made in onr baptism. 

What does the kingdom of Chd then become to you } 

Righteousness and peace, and joy, in the Holy Ghost. 

To whom do we fray God^s kingdom may come besides to 
Christians ? 

To all who do not know Him. 

How is this to be done ? 

By our acting up to the command of Christ. 

What is that command f 

'' Go ye and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." 

What else did our Lord say to His apostles, when He gave 
them this command, and also the power to forgive sins f 

" As My Father hath sent Me, so send I you." 

What do we gather from this ? 

That as the Father sent the Son, and He sent the apos- 
tles with like powers — so, they were to send others with 
the same. 

Who are to carry this command of Christ into effect f 

The members of the Church. 

Who are Hiey f 

The ministers of God, and those who have been by them 



What are the ministers of God to do in order to extend 
Ohrisfs kingdom f 
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To go and preach the gospel to those to whom God is 
not known. 

TFhat are tlie other membert of the Church to do ? 

To assist them by their prayers, and by their money, and 
by their holy lives. 

WTicU strong motives ought to actuate us in the performance 
of this duty f 

Obedience to the before-named command of Christ. 

And what eke ? 

That God may thereby shortly accomplish the number 
of His elect, and hasten His Kingdom. 

And what will be the consequence of this f 

That we, with all those departed in the tme faith of 
His holy name, will then have our perfect consummation 
and bliss, both in body and soul, in His eternal and ever- 
lasting glory. 

Where then are all these Iwly truths taught us f 

In the Lord's Prayer, when we say "Thy kingdom come." 

What is the third petition ? 

Thy will be done. 

What is this to ask f 

That God would send us grace to obey Him aa we ought 
to do. 

How ought GocFs unll to be done by us on earth ? 

As it is done in heaven. 

By whom is tt done in heaven t 

By the angelic host. 

How do they perform it ? 

Perfectly — ^willingly— cheerfully. 



BOOK OF COMMON PBATEB. 19 

What i» the fourth petition f 

Oiye us tliis day our daily bread. 

What do you mean by this f 

That it would please Him to give us such things as are 
xieedfol, both for our souls and bodies. 

What ought we to prayjor, for the soul ? 

That He would enable us to make use of and profit by 
all the means of grace that He has provided. 

What is the chief food of the soul f 

The Body and Blood of Christ, (which are verily and 
indeed taken and received by the faithful in the Lord's 
Supper.) 

What is needful for the body ? 

Having food and raiment let us be therewith content.-— 
1 Tim. vi. 2. 

Why do we pray for " daily'* bread ? 

To teach us to trust in God, for the supply of our 
daili/ wants. 

What is the f^fth petition? 

That God would forgive us our trespasses. 

What do you mean by tresspasses ? 

Our sins, which trespass or step over God's command- 
ments. 

On what condition do we ask Ood to pardon ua f 

That we forgive those who have wronged UB. 

What is the sixth petition f 

Lead us not into temptation. 
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What do you mean by this f 

That God would not suffer us to be tempted^ withont 
giving us strength to bear ai;id resist it, and that He 
would keep us from all sin and wickedness. 

What do we learn from this petition f 

NeYGT to run into temptation of anj kind. 

If we do place ourselves in the way^ qftemp^tUm, w/utt m^iy 
we expect f 

That having mocked God in our prayers, we shall be 
left to ourselves, and that then we shall fall. 

We sometimes find God withholds from us that whidi we 
have prayed for— why does He do aof 

Because He knows that if He granted our request it 
might prove to us a source of temptation. 

What is Vie last petition f 

Deliver us from evil. 

What does this mean f 

That it would please God to save and defend us in all 
dangers ghostly and bodily, and from our ghostly enemy, 
and from everlasting death. 

Tou said above that God did not sometimes grant our pray- 
ers, because what we asked for might lead us into temptation, — 
why does He at other times take from us that which we possess f 

In answer to our prayer " deliver us from evil," for He 
foresees it may prove a snare to us. 

What does the LorcFs prayer conclude withf 

With the Doxology. 

Whatisthatf 
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A giving of praise to God. 
What do you mean by " Thine U the kingdom f" 
That God is the Creator and Preserver of all things 
iDoth in heaven and earth. 

What do you mean by ** llUne is the power f ** 
That as God is almighty — all power and strength come 
from Him. 

What do you m6an by " TMne is the glory f** 
That as we have no power of ooriselyes to help onfselvesr, 
we must give, hot tinto otirselves, hnt tinto Ilim, all 
prsuse, and honour, and gloiy. 
What comes next in the service f 
Eonr versicles, or short verses. 
By whom are they said f 
In turn hy the priest and the people. 
Why may we suppose they hre placed here t 
To join the penitential part of th6 iservice in which we 
have heen engaged, with the office of praise which follows : 
What does the sense of guilt do ? 
It seals up the lips. 

But when God speaks peace to the soul, what is the conse- 
quence f 

The terrors of guilt are removed, and Our lips aire fain 
when they sing unto Him. — Ps. Ixxi. 21. 

What does the second part of the service consist off 
An office of praise to God for all the blessings We have 
received. 

What does this division include f 
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Hymns and Psalms, the reading of God*s most holy 
Word, and the Apostles' Creed. 

In what posture are all now to be t 

All are to be standing up. 

What 18 to he first said t 

The Doxology. 

What is this} 

A hymn, in which equal worahip and gloiy is given to 
every person of the Holy Trinity. 

What two great purposes does it serve for f 

First as a short creed, whereby we declare our belief in 
three Persons and one God, and that we are therefore in 
the communion of the Catholic Church. 

WhaJt besides does it serve for ? 

As a hymn of praise. 

In what manner is it a hymn of praise t 

We magnify the Father for our creation, the Son for 
our redemption, and the Holy Ghost for our sanctification. 

What is the use of the second verse of the Doxology f 

To quicken us therein, when we call to mind that it 
was so in the beginning — (when the Angels sung the 
praises of the Trinity in the morning of the creation — 
Job, xxxviii. 7.) ; — ^that it has been so sung by Patriarchs, 
Prophets, Apostles, Saints, and Martyrs, — ^that the whole 
Church throughout the world join in singing it now, 
and that the redeemed shall sing it for ever in heaven. | 

What then is our duty f 

To join, with great devotion, this blessed company in so | 
good a work. 
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Jf^hat follows the « GUrria Pairt* t 
Two Versicles. 
JVhiU is their use f 

To excite us to praise God for all His goodness towards 
us, and specially for the absolution which He has just 
granted to all them who were truly penitent and unfeign- 
edly believing. 

What shall then he said or sung t 
The 95th psalm. 

JLre there any occasions wlien this is not to be done t 
Tes^ ; there is one morning in the year when it is 
left out. 

What is that ? 

On the morning of Easter-day, when another Anthem 
is appointed instead. 

Where is this Psalm said on the IQth day of the month f 
In the Psalter, where it occurs on that day. 
What is this Psalm called f 
The Venite. 

What does tfas Psalm teach us f 

It directs and exhorts us to praise God, (v. 1, 2, 3, 4;) to 
pray to Him, (v. 5, 6, 7 :) to hear His holy word, (v. 8 ;) 
and is thus preparatory for the duties we are going to en- 
gage in. 

What foUow the Venite I 
The Psalms for the day. 

What shall he repeated at the end qf every Psalm^ and 
at the end of the four Hymm mentioned in the JRubric } 
b2 
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The Doxology or Gloria Paid. 

How often hm the Church appointed the pttUms to be readf 
To be read through once every month. 

By repeating them more frequently than any other fori of 
the Old or New Testament, what are we taught f 

That the forms of prayer, thanksgivings, i»:aises, con- 
fessions, and adorations contained in them, are fit for 
every temper and for every time. 

Why may we so frequently and so safrly use them f 

Because they are composed by the Spirit of God^ which 
cannot err. 

What would be the consequence of a right use of the psabns f 

A great increase of true devotion. 

What shaU he read efter the psabns for the day I 

The first lesson. 

How is it to be read f 

Distinctly, and with an audible voice. 

T^here is it taken from f 

The Old Testament. 

How is it selected f 

According to the arrangement of lessons for every day 
in the year, called the cal^idar. 

Are there any exceptions to this rule t 

Tes, on Sundays, and some other days, for which proper 
lessons are assigned. 

How is the reader to place himself f 

He is so to stand and torn himself as he may best be 
heard of all such as are present. 
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JLfUr this what shall he said or sung ? 

rrhe hymn called ^ Te deum Laadamns." 

Sy whom is this hymn said to be composed f 

Sy St. Ambrose at the baptism of St. Angostine, about 
A. i>. 400. 

What does the " Te Deum** consist qff 

Three parts. 

What is the first part f 

An enumeration of the Tarious classes of worshippers 
in the Church visible and invisible, who join in celebrat- 
ing God's praises. 

Of what does the second part consist t 

The act of faith and praise itself, beginning, '^The 
^Father of an infinite Majesty." 

What is the third part f 

A supplication or prayer, banning, "We therefore 
pray Thee." 

Mow often is this to he used f 

Daily throughout the year. 

TThat Hymn may he said instead ofitf 

The Benedicite. 

Where is the Hymn called " The Benedicite" taken from t 

It is taken from " the song of the three children" in 
the Apocrypha. 

On what occ€uian is it said to have been used f 

It is said to have been sung by Annanias, Azarias, and 

Misael, (Shadrach, Mesheck, and Abednego,) when in the 

fiery furnace. — Dan. ii. 25. 

b3 
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Having ctUled upon nil the tporks of the Lord to blets Sim, 
what does the hymn conclude with f 

An inyitation to the whole Church — ^the faithful de- 
parted, (the spiiits and souls of the righteous) as veil as 
those still in the hody to do the same. 

WTuU then shcUl he read in like manner f 

The second lesson. 

Where is it taken from ? ' 

Out of the !New Testament, generally in the morning 
from the Holy Gospels and the Acts of the Apostles^ and 
in the Evening from the Epistles. 

And qfter that what thaU be said ? 

The Benedictus, taken from the 1st chapter of St. Luke, 
and commonly called the song of Zacharias. 

Is it always to be said t 

iN^o, not when it shall happen to be read in the chapter 
for the day, or for the Gospel on St. John Baptist's day. 

What Psalm may be used instead of the Benedictu$ 9 

The Jubilate Deo (the 100th psabn.) 

B^ore every lesson what shall the minister say t 

Here beginneth such a chapter, or Tenie of such a 
chapter, of such a book. 
. And qfter every lesson what shaU hewyf 

Here endeth the first or the second lesson ? 

Why are the lessons take» unepytiff the Old TeOament and 
the other out of the New f 

^ It may be to shew the harmony between tiiem, for the 
law and the prophets are the Gospel foreshadowed, and 
the Gospel is the law and the prophets fulfilled. 
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When the lessons are read what should we dot 

Listen with reyerence, as if God Himself were speak- 
ing to US. 

And what else should we dot - 

Oiye diligent heed to evoTj word, that we may under- 
stand it, and apply it to our own souls. 

State more fully how we may make every part of Scripture 
of use to us t 

By hearing it with attention, applying it with discre- 
tion, and practising it with diligence. 

"What will this mode of proceeding help us to do? 

To resist all evil, and to do every good work. 

Yfhat is the Old Testament made up oft 

The law — ^the historical hooks — ^the devotional or poetic 
books — ^the prophecies and the apocryphal hooks. 

Of what does the New Testament consist t 

The gospels— the acts of the apostles— the epistles — 
and the hook of revelations. 

In the daily service how qflen is the Old Testament read t 

It is read through once during the year. 

How qften is the New Testament readt 

It is read three times during the year. 

In what manner did you state thai he that readeth is to place 
himselft 

He is to turn towards the people. 

How then is the minister to place himself in the prayers ? 

He will turn from the people. 

Why does he do sot 
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Because it is fit that when the people are spoken to, as 
in the Absolution, the reading of the lessons, and the 
holy Commandments, he should look towards them, bnt 
that when God is spoken to, aA in the prayers, he shoold 
turn /row the people. 

What hMS been the constant practice of the Churt^ in her 
pubHc prayers $ 

Te turn towards the East. 

Why is this done f 

Because, as St. Augustine teaches — ^the East is.tbe 
most honourable part of the world, being the xegion of 
light whence the glorious sun arises, the type of Christ, 
the Sun of Righteousness. 

What may it remind us of in so doing ? 

Of our Saviour, who is called the " Sun of righteous- 
ness," and whom Zechariah, (iii. c. 8 v. in the vulgate 
translation,) terms " The East," who, when He came into 
the world, appeared in the East, and for whose second 
appearance in the East we are constantly looking. 

What other reason may be also assigned for turning towards 
the East ? 

Because, as the Jews in their prayers looked towards 
the principal part of the temple, the mercy seat ; so the 
Christians in their prayers should look towards the prin- 
cipal part of the church, the altar, (of which the mercy 
seat was but a type,) as here is exhibited the most gra- 
cious and mysterious presence of God, that in this life we 
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are capal>le of, and the altiur is placed in the Eiastem part 
of ti!k6 ehurch. 

What shaU then he said or sim§ ? 

The Apostles' Creed. 

What do you mean hjf the word **Creed"? 
. Bdief. 

Why U it called the Apostles' Creed f 

Because it is the oldest fiommaiy of the truths which 
the Apostles taught, and wosi, yerj possihly, composed by 

Mow is it to he said ? 

By the minister and people standing. 

Ts it always to he said ? 

Except on such days as the Creed of Bt. Athanadus is 
appointed to be said. 

Why is it repeated twice every day f 

To guard our souls both morning and evening with this 
" shield of faith."— Eph. vi. 16. 

And in what way must we use the Creed ? 

As a guard and defence against all the temptations of 
the world, all tho fiery darts of the devil, and all the filthy 
lusts of the flesh. 

And what other use is it qfto us ? 

In rehearsing the Creed, we engage and devote our 
souls, and all our powers, wholly to God the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, and thus plight our faith to God, before 
devils^angels, and men. 
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What does our Lordy Christ, say of such confession ? 

" Whosoever shall confess Me before men, him will I 
confess before My Father, which is in heaven." — St. Matt, 
i. 32. 

By saying the Creed standing, what do we signify f 

Our readiness to profess, and onr resolution to adhere 
and stand to this holy faith. 

Whi/ do we bow at the name of Jesus, 

Because the Church, (following the inspired declaration 
of St. Paul, Philip, ii. 10,) enjoins ; that as often as this 
holy name occurs, due and lowly reverence should be 
done by all present. 

What is signified hy this act of hoTnage ? 

That He whom we call by that name is God ; though 
it was only a common man^s name amongst the Jews. 

How many articles are there in the Creed % 

Twelve.* 

To what nmy these twelve articles he reduced % 

To these two heads — ^first, what concerns Gfod ; secondly, 
what concerns the Church. 

What does it teach us concerning God ? 

That God the Father made us, and all the world ; that 
God the Son redeemed us and all mankind: that God 
the Holy Ghost sanctifieth us and all the elect people 
of God. 

* The Creed will be explained mote folly in fhe Gateohism. 
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Wktxt does it teach us concerning the Church I 
That there is ovb Church, (of which Christ is the 
Head, of which Bishops, Priests, and Deacons, are the 
ministers, and) into which members aie admitted by 
Baptism, and thereby become Saints, and join in Commu- 
nion with those both in heaven and earth. 

Whi/ is the Creed placed after the Lessons t 
Because in the Creed we confess the fiuth that the 
holy lessons teach us. 

Having now confessed owr sins^-^^and (as far as we were 
truly penitent, and wnfeignedly hdieved His holy Oospd,) 
having obtained forgiveness of the same,'— lifter hamnq 
thanked God for all His benefits, — set forth His most 
worthy praise — and heard His most holy Word, yfhat 
is it that we next proceed to dol 

To pray to Him, and ask those things which are 
requisite and necessary, as well for the body as the soul. 

Of what does the third and condudwg part of th4 
Service consist 9 

It consists of Prayer. 

In saying these prayers, how are we aU to act f 

All are to kneel devoutly. 

But before ^lese Prayers, what is the minister first to 
pronounce with a loud voice ? 

" The Lord be with you." 

And what answer are the people to give % 

"And with Thy Spirit" 
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What is the use of these short sevUenices ? 

The first is to remind the people that these holy ger- 
Tices cannot be performed without 6od*8 assistance. 

And what besides 1 

It is an excellent and seasonable prayer htf the Minister 
for them. 

What do the i^o'pU jpray for in the second 1 

That God may be with His minister, who is now about 
to offer up prayers and spiritual sacrifices for the people. 

What does this shew % 

That the priest and people never should be at enmity. 

What does thej>riest neM say f 

Let us pray 

What shovld aU iww do ? 

Kneel dcToutly. 

What may we learn from this exhortation ? 

That we are to call back our wandering thoughts, and 
be prepared to pray, heartily and earnestly. 

What are the sentences that follow sometimes caUed ? 

The short Litany. 

Cf what does it consist ? 

A humble piercing supplication to the blessed Trinity, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, to have mercy upon us. 

Where do wef/nd this hvmJtle supplication placed 1 
Immediately before the Lord's Prayer. 

Why may we consider it to be so placed ?. 

Because no prayer that we offer up requires greater 
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preparation than the divine prayer tauglit ns by our 
Lord. 

What shall the minister, derka, and people, then eay 9 

The Lord's Prayer. 

Howl 

With a loud voice. 

Who are here meatit by " Clerks,^'* 

The Choir, or Lay Clerks. 

Why were they originaUy appointed ? 

To assist the priest, and to lead the devotions of the 
people with the proper musical intonation. 

What comes after the Lord's Prayer 2 

Versides, and Answers. 

What are they taken otUofl 

Out of holy Scripture. ^ 

What benefit residtsfrom these short ejaculations ? 

It serves to show our own, and stir up the zeal of 
others, to the glory of God. 

What besides ? 

Both here, and in all parts of the service, when the 
people are called upon to answer, it refreshes their atten- 
tion, and teaches them their part at public prayers. 

When the priest begins these short prayers, what is he 
directed to do ? 

He is to stand. 

Why is the priest sometimes directed to stand, and 
sometimes to kneel in the performmice of the Holy Office, 
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The minister, as well as the people, is a sinner, there- 
fore in confession of sins, and penitential prayers, he is| 
directed to heg God's pardon and grace upon his knees. 

Why u he directed to gtand 1 

Because he has received an office and authority from 
God, and he is to signify this by standing. 

When 18 he to stand ? 

When he acts in relation to God, or to the people 7 

When does he act in relation to God f 

'As God*s ambassador, he teaches, baptizes, consecrates 
the holy Eucharist, blesses and absolves the penitent, 
and acting at these times in the name of Chiist, he is 
to stand. 

When does he act in relation to the people ? 

He is in their stead, for them appointed by God, to 
offer up gifts and sacrifices to God, particularly the sac- 
rifice of praise and thanksgiving, together with their 
prayers. 

And what must he at these times do ? 

To show his office in these services, he is directed to 



What benefit do the people derive from this appoint- 
mentf 

They know that God will certainly assist and accept 
these prayers offered up by the priest, which He himself 
has appointed, even though the priest should be wicked 
or indevottt in his prayers. 
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TVhat do these short Versides and Responses coiitain i 
IThe sum of all the following Collects, Versicles^ and. 
tesx>oiises. 

^o what dots thefi/rst answer ? 
To the Sunday Collect. 
To what does the second answer ? 
To the Collect for the Queen, and her family, 
To what does the third andfwLrth, answer ? ■. 
To the Collect for the Clergy and People, 
To w/iat does the fifth answer ? 
To the morning and OYening Collects for Peace. 
To what does f he sixth answer ? 
To the morning and evening Collects for Grace. 
What follow the Versides ? 
Three Collects. 
What are they f 
The first for the day. 
Which is this ? 

The same as that appointed at the Communion ? 
What are the other two 1 

The second for Peace, the third for Grace to Live Well. 
Are the two last Collects ever to be altered ? 
No, they are to be said daily at Morning Prayer, 
throughout the year. 

In what posture are aU to say these Collects ? 

All are to kneel. 

Why are they called Collects ? 
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Because the priest doth, as it were, collect the devotions 
of the people, and oflfer them up to God. 

And how do the people join in and cusent ? 

By saying a hearty " Amen," to it. 

TF% w<z8 this mode of proceedi^iff adopted ? 

Because the people having previously joined in common 
prayer, they now desire that themselves and their devo- 
tions should be reconmiended to God by His minister. 

What shoiUd we particularly bear in mind with respect 
to these Collects ? 

That they are yery ancient, that they are directed to 
God, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, as He is 
the Altar upon which all our prayers are to be offered, 
that they may be acceptable ; and that they are short, 
and convenient for keeping away wildness and distrac- 
tion from our devotions. I 

Of what do these Collects principaUt/ consist ? 

Of two parts — first, a humble acknowledgment of the 
adorable perfection and goodness of God ; and secondly, 
of a petition for some benefits from Him. 

What is the first Collect ? 

That for the day, in which we ground our petition on 
something set for us by the Church to think about, 
generally drawn from the matter of the Epistle or Gospel 
of the week. I 

What is the second Collect f 

A prayer for peace against the troubles of the world. 
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What U God h&recdOedl 

The Author of peace. 

And what besides ? 

The lover of concord. 

What does concord ffiean 1 

Agreement or unity. 

What does " owr eternal life'^ consist in ? 

In the knowledge of God.— St John, xvii. 3. 

When we serve God ly keeping His commandments 
what state does this Collect say we are then in ? 

In a state of " perfect freedom." 

What does this mean ? 

That we are no longer under the dominion of His de- 
mies and our enemies— the world— the flesh and the 
devil. 

What do we beseech God to do f 

To defend us when these enemies assault us. 

If we trust in God^s defence and protection, what will 
he the result ^ 

We shall not fear the power of any of our enemies. 

What is the third QoUect ? 

For grace to live well. 

What is God called in the Collect ? 

O Lord our heavenly Father. 

What besides! 

Almighty and everlasting. 

What do we state that He has done for us ? 
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That He has safely brought us through the perils ad 
dangers of the night, to the beginning of the day. 
And what do we ask Him to dol 
To defend us during the day by His mighty power. | 
And what besides ? i 

To help us not to fall into sin, nor run into any other 
kind of danger. 

What then do we ash? i 

That He would guide as in the right way in all our doings. 
After this Collect, in quires and places where they sin^ 
what foUoweth ? * 
The Anthem. 
What is an Antheml 
An holy song. 

TTien what follow, if the Litany is not read ? 
Five Prayers. 

What is done, if the Litany he read ? 
Then only the two last are to be read. 
What is the first of these fwe Prayers 1 
A prayer for the Queen's Majesty. 
What does St. Favl say in regard to this matter ? 
'^I exhort that prayers and supplications be made foi 
Kings." 

What do we read in the book of Eed^siastieus ? (x. 2.) 
As the judge of the people, is Himself, even so are HL' 
officers : and what manner of man the ruler of the cit} 
is, such are all they that dwell therein. 
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By what grecU wnd avrfvl names is God called in this 
prayer ? 

O liOid, oar Heavenly Father, High and Mighty, Ring 
of Kings, Lord of Lords, the only Ruler of Princes. 

What is it said that Ood does ? 

That from His throne He beholds all the dwellers upon 
earth. 

What is it we most heartily beseech Him to do f 

To behold with His favour our most gracious Sovereign. 

And what do we beg of Him to bestow upon her ? 

The grace of His holy Spirit. 

For what purpose 1 

That she may always incline to His will and walk in His 
way. 

What do we ask Him to give her ? 

Heavenly gifts. 

What are heaverdy gifts ? 

The gifts of the Spirit.— (Gal. v. 22, 20.) 

What else do we ask Him to grant her % 

In Health and wealth long to live. 
What is mearit by wealth ? 

Security, or well-being. 
What do we pray that God would enable her to do 1 

Vanquish and overcome all her enemies. 

And when this life is ended, what do we pray that she 
may obtain ? 

Everlasting joy and felicity. 
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What is Felicity '\ 



What is the risxt Prayer ? 
A prayer for the Royal Family. 
What ia Ood here caUed ? 
Almighty God, the fountaiii of all goodness. 
What ia meant by this ? 
That from God all good things do come. 
What do we humbly beseech Him to do'i 
To bless all the Royal Family. 
What do we pray God to bestow upon them 1 
His Holy Spirit. 
What dse do we ask Him to dol 
To enrich them with His heavenly grace. 
And what temporal blessings are we to beg for them t 
That He would prosper them with all happiness. 
And what heavenly blessings do we beg for them ? 
That He would bring them to His everlasting kingdom. 
What is the next Prayer % 
A Prayer for the Clergy and People. 
Wh> are the Clergy % 

The lawful Ministers of God's Word and Sacraments. 
Whxt do you m^an by " lawfullMinistersy 
Those who have been duly called, tried, examined, and 
admitted into the Ministry by lawful authority. 
In whom is that lawful authority vested ? 
In the Bishops. 
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What Orders are there in the Ministry ? 

Thxee, Bishops, Priests, and Deacons. 

What is meant ly Curates ? 

Those who have the care, or charge of souls. 

Where do we pray for Deacons ? 

In the Litany. 

What is God called in this Prayer ? 

Almighty and everlasting God, who alone workest great 
maxvels. 

What do we beg of God 1 

To send down His Holy Spirit upon the Ministers and 
their congregations. 

What may we d^me a Chwrch tobel 

The Bishops and Ministers under them, and the congre^ 
gations, or flocks over whom they are placed. 

To what does owr Saviour compare the Church 1 

A shepherd and his sheep that wiU hear His voice. 

What ought we to learn from this % 

That as St. Cyprian says, "The Church is in the Bish'op, 
and the Bishop in the Church ; and they that are not with 
the Bishop, are not in the Church." 

Why is God here particularly said to work great mar^ 
vels and wonders ? 

Because to make this Church, and to presejre it, is an 
act of as great power as to create the world. 

And how is this done 1 

By the healthful spirit of His grace, that is by the Holy 
Ghost. 
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To what end do we ask Ood to continue to give u$ the 
dew of His blesainfff that is the Hdy OltMt % 

That His Church may truly please Sim. 

How does His Church truly please Him} 

By continning stedfastly in the Apostles doctnne and 
fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayer. — 
Acts ii. 42. 

'What do you mean by continuing in the Apostles'* doc- 
trine ? 

Belieying all that the Apostles believed and taught 

What is meant by continuing in the Apostles feUowship f 

Being fialthful and consistent members of that branch 
of the Church into which we have been admitted by bap- 
tism. 

How may we, at least in one way, prove that we are 
consistent m^emhers of the Church I 

By acting up to what the Prayer Book requires and 
enjoins. 

What is required in the Prayer Book ? 

Among other things, we may especially name, — 

1. Baptism by lawful Ministers. 

2. Frequent Prayer, as nearly as possible, daily in the 
house of Ood. 

3. Learning the Catechism. 

4. Confirmation by the Bishop. 

5. Frequent Communion, as nearly as possible on all 
holy days and Sundays. 
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Sabmission to the rules of the Church, and the use of 
her services on the occasion of 

6. Maniage. 

7. Sickness. 

8. Burial. 

9. Recovering from Child-birth. 

10. The observance of all the Feasts and Fasts through 
the whole year. 

l^hat does " breaking of hread'^ mean ? 

Receiving the holy Commnnion. 

What does " Prayer" mean ? 

That we are to perform rightly the duties of Private 
Prayer, Family Prayer, and Public Prayer. 

Vfhat prayer next follows ? 

The prayer of St. Chrysostom. 

Who was St. Chrysostom ? 

Bishop of Constantinople about the year A.©. 400. 

In this prayer, who are we to understand hy Almighty 
God% 

Our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

What do we say that He has given us ? 

Grace. 

What to do? 

To make our prayeis with one accord unto Him. 

What has ffe promised ? 

That He will grant our requests. 

At what time most especially will He do this f 
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When two or three are gatheied together, in His hoofie 
of prayer, in His name. — Matt, xviii. 20. 

What may we then rest assured of 7 

That as the Disciples of the Lord Jesus, and asking in 
His name, we may be certain He is in the midst of us. 

What do we beseech Him to do? 

To foliil the desires of our hearts, and the petitions of 
our lips. 

But lest we should have ignorantly asked for any ihin^ vnjit 
what prayer do we add ? 

That He will fulfil our petitions when and which of 
them He pleaseth, and as He sees will be for our good. 

But wluU two things are there which we cannot he wrong in 
askingt and which we therefore beg of Him to grant ? 

The knowledge of His truth now, and in the world to 
come life everlasting. 

Wh(U concludes this part of the service t 

The Benediction. 

Where do we find this final blessing ? 

It is indited by the Spirit, 2 Cor. xiii. 14. 

What does it include ? 

The whole order of our salvation. 

What is included in " the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ ?" 

Our pardon and our justification. 

What does « the love of Ood,'* tlie Fatliery include ? 

The supply of all outward blessings and consolation. 

What does the fellowship of tlie Holy Gliost include ? 



BOOK OF COMMON PRATER. 45 

The itiMlImg of all inward gfiaoes, and our complete 
sanctification. 

How care all these hleanngs conveyed tons? 

They are prononnced over us, and conveyed to ns by 
the Ambassador from heaven. 

And when we have received them, whai are we to do J 

Bow our heads, return home in peace, saying Amen, 
Amen, and God will make it good. 
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